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WHAT’S THE ISSUE?  

The green transition of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) is critical to achieve climate targets. SMEs 
have a considerable aggregate environmental footprint, but, thus far, they have made limited progress in greening 
their business models. The business case for SME investments in green technologies or processes is impacted by 
many factors, including the regulatory and administrative environment, consumer preferences, the opportunities, 
risks and costs associated with investments in new and rapidly changing technologies, etc. Access to finance is 
critical when SMEs decide to undertake green investments, and they may face specific constraints due to traditional 
barriers (e.g. asymmetries of information, higher cost of finance, etc.) and barriers specific to sustainable finance 
(e.g. limited range of sustainable finance products relative to SME needs). 
 
There will be no net zero without the contributions of SMEs. The OECD Platform on Financing SMEs for 
Sustainability seeks to accelerate SMEs’ green transition through the provision of data, analytical research, 
knowledge-sharing and policy dialogue on the topic of sustainable finance. The Platform’s webinar series highlights 
relevant research, data and finance and policy advancements that can support both the provision and uptake of 
SME sustainable finance.  
 
 

WHY ATTEND THE WEBINAR 

The first webinar in the series aims to take stock of the current landscape and the opportunities and challenges 
that SMEs face in their journey to net zero. In the face of substantial knowledge gaps on SMEs and greening, many 
institutions are conducting research to establish a baseline for measuring progress on this journey. The webinar 
will offer the opportunity to share the latest research in this area and shed light on questions such as: 
 
• Where do SMEs stand in their journey to net zero, in terms of awareness, actions and investments? 
• What are the key drivers motivating SMEs to adopt green processes and develop green products? 
• How do SMEs differ in their approaches according to firm size, sector and region of operation?  
• What is the role of finance, and what can financial institutions and policy makers do to support SMEs? 
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AGENDA 

 

 
13:00                    Introductory remarks and scene-setting  

Lucia Cusmano, Deputy Head of the Entrepreneurship, SMEs and Tourism Division, OECD/CFE 
Shanika Amarasekara, Chief Impact Officer, British Business Bank (Video welcome) 

 
13:10                   Presentations and panel discussion, with Q&A from the audience 
                            Moderator:  Miriam Koreen, Senior Counsellor on SMEs, OECD/CFE 
 
                            “Smaller businesses and the transition to net zero” 

Hugh Taylor, Senior Manager, Strategy, British Business Bank 
 
“A transformation in progress: How Canadian entrepreneurs are taking on the 
environmental challenge” 

                             Carla Heim, Senior Advisor, Sustainability and ESG, Business Development Bank of Canada 
 
                            “Green Transition - Current conditions and challenges for Korean SMEs” 
                             Ju Yop Ham, Deputy General Manager, Economic Research Institute of the Industrial Bank of 

Korea 
 
                            “Recent developments in sustainable finance and ESG investing: Implications for SMEs” 
                            Catriona Marshall, Policy Analyst, Financial Markets Division, OECD/DAF 
 
14:10                   Looking ahead and wrap-up 
 


